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About a Historical, Material Condition from Popular
Culture to he Mass Culture
-Over the Development of Mass Culture of
the Taisho Era in Japan

KOYAMA, Masahiro

It is an assignment of this text to find the relations (a node) between popular
culture and mass culture of Japanese culture in the Taisho Era what is called
‘Taisho era culture’, and to understand the feature of it. First of all, it starts in
a situation grasp of the mass society that was brought by the introduction of a
capitalistic system since the Meiji era, in the second place, to clarify from the
comparison of household economy survey concerning changes of the people and
the masses by the coming of a mass society, that is to say, gaps in life caused by
the class systematization of the people and the hierarchy systematization of the
masses, and thirdly to conclude the difference between ‘social nature and
political characteristics’ caused by differences in material and economic
foundation of the people and the masses. From a grasp of three points above,
popular culture exists as a historical assumption of mass culture is still
breathing as a groundwater vein of mass culture.

Keywords: mass, mass culture, popular rising, Taisho democracy, popular

sovereignnty
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