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On The Conjunction “SHI” And Its Usages

KOBAYASHI Yukie

SHI is presented at the early stage in most textbooks of Japanese at
elementary level because of its simple form change. It is explained as a
conjunction used to link parallel clauses. Based on that definition, most
students mistakenly think that SHI is equivalent to “AND” and interchange-
able with TE/DE.

Now let us examine the following examples.

(1) Watashi wa Qosutorariajin de, namae wa Joe desu.
(2) * Watashi wa Oosutorariajin da shi, namae wa Joe desu.

The statement (2) is unnatural unless a very specific context is given.
The question now arises : Why does the statement (2) sound so unnatural ?

A considerable number of studies have been made on SHI and it has
been pointed out that SHI should be discussed beyond sentence level. What
seems to be lacking, however, is clear classification of its functions.

The purpose of this paper is to explore the conjunctive SHI further,

re—classifying its functions.
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