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1. Introduction 
In 2004 a friend of mine came to me with a job line for carrying a research in my 
home land (Padhola) in Tororo, excited after staying for long without a job. In 
trickling of an eye as we were sited, here comes a Japanese Mr. Umeya Kiyoshi. 
He introduced himself to me since he had known my friend for quite long since 
2001, he told me he wanted a research assistant who is Japadhola, who also did 
sociology to assist him carry out his Ph.D. research in Tororo (Padhola land). I 
was amused that at this point. 

Researchers are sometimes misunderstood so I introduced Mr.Umeya to the 
Local administration leaders and to the community of our residence in 
Gwaragwara village, as a native I took the role of teaching him cultural norms, 
customs and language especially translating to him what the community response 
was as we interacted with them. I have been his guide in the village since then to 
date. 

In the beginning the relationship was only concerning research, we resided 
far from one another because I assume the Japanese did not have trust in the 
African assistant researcher but as we talk now we are more of brothers or 
partners consulting one another for the success of this research. 

2. Research Methodologies and Finding Overviews 
During our research we interviewed many respondents especially the aged (60 
years and above) considering gender, for many years as compared to other 
researchers who I had known. Sometimes we followed the same respondents for 
several times and sometimes this puzzled the respondents that they would ask 
me  Oloka-Obbo have you come again for those very issues?  this showed me 
that the concept of our concern had turned out to be monotonous to the 
respondents in the community. Whereas on my side I was bored of hearing the 

95



same responses which I thought I had known and heard them for quite long. 
The interviews we conducted were not so structured because the questions 

we asked depended on the respondent s responses, some of them needed a lot of 
probing coupled with patience and investigative skills. Mr. Umeya as Participant 
observer also took field notes in Japanese language. When it came to learning of 
the Native language (Dhopadhola) Mr.Umeya emphasized cultural concept as 
basis of understanding the theme of this research. Because he socialized and 
participated in traditional and cultural events in the community of our research 
he was given Name Okoth Yakobo by the late Arch bishop Yona Okoth, most 
people in the community know him as Okoth Yakobo. 

Mr.Umeya (a.k.a) Okoth Yakobo s research methodologies was quite 
different from what is emphasized at the faculty of Social Sciences Makerere 
University or like many other African Universities, analysis of sociology should 
be mainly based on statistic which was not case with Yakobo s research. Thus his 
research was more of qualitative than quantitative research paradigm. Even the 
topic of his interest was quite different from most sociologists deal with. 
Generally speaking, they grapple with modern and new theme, thus HIV/ AIDS, 
Poverty, Economic growth and Environmental problems 

We also collected information on traditional events and ideas such as 
witchcraft, rainmakers, curse and misfortune in Jopadhola context. Some of 
these issues are contagious, for instance one time we went to a renowned 
rainmaker in the village, who had vowed to kill us by use hailstorms and thunder. 
He questioned our authority and brevity to dare asking him such questions. You 
know rainmakers are normally tortured during drought season and some are 
even murder by mob justice. We ended up pleading for our lives but Yakobo 
forced me to go back another day. I was not impressed on concentrating on 
issues that put my life at risk.  Though we succeeded in talking to this 
gentleman a lot of initiatives and rapport had to build and promising 
confidentiality with the information given to us. I discovered that Immersion and 
prolonged involvement in a setting can lead to the development of rapport and 
foster free and open speaking with members. Observation fosters an in depth 
and rich understanding of a phenomenon, situation and/ or setting and the 
behaviour of the participants in that setting.  

He enjoyed staying deep in the village of Padhola and for quite longer 
period. Whereby he also kept changing his topics and sometimes less informant. 
For instance one day on our journey to the field we met an old man (world war 
11 veterans) who fought against Japanese army in Burma, it was not related to 
his research theme, but he enjoyed it very much. 
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He practically participated in cultural events of Jopadhola for example he 
attended burial and last funeral rites ceremonies, twin rituals and harvesting 
festivals for appeasing the gods this enhance his relationship with the community 
and qualified to be  a native  (Japadhola) 

Methodologies Used 
During the research we used the following methods for collecting data. 

1. Interviews coupled with the following tools below; 
1-1. Video recording 
1-2. Photographing 
1-3. Tape recording 

2. Observation and participation 
3. Focus group discussions where most people enjoyed educating the 

Muzungu of their cultural events or tradition 
4. Transect walk especially visiting the cultural sites of Padhola. 

However it should be noted that, in the beginning of this research we stumbled a 
lot because of the too much technological equipment that at first made the 
respondents to be suspicious of our research being connected to government 
investigation of wrong doers in the community especially in relation to the tough 
questions that used to ask. For instance when we asked;  what happens to a 
person who murdered another person in the Jopadhola cultural conflict 
resolution?  such questions were tricky to answer or explain especially while 
being video recorded. People thought this would be presented as evidences for 
criminalization of the culprit. 

Transcription and Translation 
To Yakobo vernacular was the key concept of understanding the culture, 

norms and traditions of the people you are researching on, he emphasized that 
mastering the language and the vocabulary would help him to attain his goal for 
the research. 

Data collected was transcribed in Dhopadhola and later translated into 
English. Yakobo never liked summarized content researched. Every information 
got from the field was written wholly as per the respondent s responses including 
the questions asked during the interviews. He would then read the transcribed 
and translated information from which he picked key Dhopadhola concepts and 
asked for clarity. This meant that as an assistant researcher I had to understand 
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very well what the respondents  information was because as we returned to our 
residence I was point of reference. 

During interviews with the respondents I discovered that research assistants 
who are natives of the place are very important to the success of the research 
and reliable information and security for the researcher. They are in position to 
identify the  gate keepers , opinion leaders and inciters who may cause the 
community to jeopardize the data collected from the community s responses.

Benefits of Research to the Research Assistant 
1. As a research assistant, I performed research duties as directed by the 

researcher this gave me an opportunity to gain hands on experience in 
research. Research assistants should have the ability to design 
methodologies, follow established quality standards, analyse data, 
prepare written documentation, and make formal presentations. 

2. I got the opportunity to study my own cultural values, norms and 
tradition without incurring any cost. Which previously I took for grant 
just like most Jopadhola elite 

3. Carrying out this research has laid a foundation for carrying out joint 
(collaborative) research in future with other Japanese researcher since I 
have an experience of staying with one of them. 

Error Made by Researchers 
Normally researchers have attendance of forgetting to give back to the 

community because when the community given the result of the research it is a 
way of appreciating and valuing the knowledge that was given by the informants 
but it also paves way for the researcher to make corrections were false 
information could have been given to the researcher. 

Selective and inaccurate observation is sometimes a mistake done by the 
research assistants with a view that they know all concerning their culture and 
tradition yet this would be an opportunity to learn more about their own culture 
and tradition. 

Over generalization of the information given by the respondents to the 
researchers and research assistants this could jeopardize the data. 

1. Ego involvement in understanding  
2. Premature closure of inquiry. 

Recommendations 
1. Researchers need to collaborate with policy makers (local government 
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authorities), development workers (NGOs) to use research findings to 
solve the community problems. 

2. Researchers also need to development strategies of marketing their 
research works so that the publics can understand their importance and 
find ways of mobilizing funds for other researches. 

3. The community also has a right to intellectual property right. The 
researchers as representatives of the community s image in publication 
should be given a copy of research works. 

4. We ought to promote joint/ collaborative research for effective and 
efficient research works. 
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