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Liability of Person with Parental Authority Obligated to

Supervise a Minor without Capacity to Assume Liability

SUZUKI Miyako

In cases where a minor without capacity to assume liability is not liable (Civil Code
§712), the person with the parental authority obligated to supervise the minor without
capacity to assume liability shall be liable to compensate for damages that the minor
has inflicted on a third party, unless the person with the parental authority proves
that he performed the obligation to supervise the minor (Civil Code §714 (1)). On 9
April 2015 Japan's Supreme Court ruled that the parents performed the obligation
to supervise their child and they were not liable in Football Case. This Supreme
court decision is different from the precedents, therefore they are to be reviewed. In
addition this article analyzes the recent discussion on whether this liability is based on
self-responsibility or on vicarious responsibility and presents a new framework of this

liability.
Keywords: Liability of Person Obligated to Supervise a Minor without Capacity to

Assume Liability, Person without Capacity to Assume Liability, Football

Case
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